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ABOUT TED
Riveting talks by remarkable people. TED is a non-profit devoted to ideas worth spreading.

It started out in 1984 as a conference bringing together people from three worlds: Technology, Entertainment and 
Design.

Since then, its scope has become ever broader. Along with two annual conferences—the TED Conference in   Long 
Beach and Palm Springs each spring, and the TEDGlobal conference in Edinburgh, UK each summer—TED includes 
the award-winning TED talks videos (downloaded 1.1 billion times), the Open Translation Project and TED prize.

We encourage you to learn more about TED at ted.com. We are grateful to Chris Anderson, TED Curator and Founder 
of  The Sapling Foundation, the terrific staff  at TED and Lara Stein, Director of TEDx, who have made it possible for 
us to offer  this local TED-affiliated event.
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Thursday, April 6, 2017  •  Whitney Young High School  •  Chicago, IL
7 Speakers Presenting “Ideas Worth Spreading” to an Audience of 500 
students and their teachers from 60+ different zip codes in Chicago will 
be in attendance.
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And a big thanks to all our volunteers

www.tedxmidwest.com



Sp eakersBrian Baby lon- Comedian and Event Emcee

Brian Babylon is a Chicago-born comic, radio host and fixture in Chicago’s rich comedy community. He has been making 
a name for himself outside of Chicago in the New York Comedy Contest and in LA at the historic Comedy Store and Laugh 
Factory. Currently, Brian hosts and produces The Morning AMP radio show on Vocalo 89.5FM and 88.7FM, a sister station of 
Chicago Public Radio. He is also one of the newest additions to the popular NPR national weekly news quiz show “Wait Wait 
Don’t Tell Me.” Brian has been featured in several major films including Inside Amy Schumer. He has hosted previous TEDx 
events at Whitney Young High School and the Harris Theater.

Tsi-Tsi-Ki Félix- Emmy Winning News Anchorwoman for the Largest Latin TV Network in the US 
Tsi-Tsi-Ki Félix is a nationally known broadcaster and journalist, currently leading the nightly news for Univision. Previously 
she was the lead anchor of Telemundo Chicago’s 5 pm and 10 pm news broadcasts. Tsi-Tsi-Ki’s anchoring and reporting has 
been recognized with numerous awards including multiple Emmys. Since 2015 she has been the nightly news anchor for 
Univision in Washington, DC and hosts the show Perspectiva Nacional. Tsi-tsi-ki Félix is a native of Michoacán, Mexico and a 
graduate of DePaul University in Chicago, Illinois.

Shermin Kruse- ACLU Board Member and Top Attorney

Shermin Kruse spent her childhood in Iran dodging rockets and the morality police, immigrated with her family carrying little 
more than a few suitcases. She is now a partner at the law firm of Barack Ferrazzano, an accomplished negotiator, facilitator, 
and mediator, the author of the critically acclaimed, best-selling novel Butterfly Stitching, a contributor to the Huffington 
Post, a director of the ACLU of Illinois, co-founder and director of the peace organization, Pasfarda Arts and Culture 
Exchange, and a director of the international refugee center Heshima Kenya. Kruse was named nationally by BizWomen 
Magazine as one of the nation’s top 100 “Women to Watch,” one of Chicago’s most influential women by Chicago Business 
Journal, and one of Chicago’s Women of Inspiration by Today’s Chicago Magazine. She is also the mother of four children.

Wendy B erger- Successful Serial Entrepreneur

Wendy Berger is principal of WBS Equities, LLC which specializes in ground-up construction, renovation, development of 
industrial buildings for food and beverage manufacturers and distributors. Over the last 28 years she has been involved 
in the real estate business as a lender, property manager, broker and consultant, as well as an investor. Aside from her 
experience in the real estate field, Wendy spent 10 years working with technology startups. Wendy was employee number 11 
at the travel web site, Orbitz. She co-founded and was COO of Neoglyphics Media Corporation, one of the country’s first web 
site development firms. Neoglyphics grew from a small start-up to a corporation with a staff of more than 150 employees 
before it was sold in March 1998 for $65 million. Wendy earned her MBA in Finance and Real Estate from Northwestern 
University’s Kellogg School of Business. She received a B.S., cum laude, in Finance and Marketing from Syracuse University. 

Reginald Robinson- MacArthur Prize Winning Pianist

Reginald Robinson is an American composer, jazz pianist, educator and performing artist who is widely known for his 
ragtime compositions. Robinson was raised by working class parents in Chicago, for many years living in the Henry Horner 
Homes, a South Side housing project. He is a self-taught musician and in 2004, Robinson he won the prestigious MacArthur 
“Genius” Award. The award recognizes “talented individuals who have shown extraordinary originality and dedication in their 
creative pursuits and a marked capacity for self-direction.” Only about 25 people in the world each year win this award.

Mike Hettwer- National Geographic Contributing Photographer

Mike Hettwer is a contributing photographer and videographer for National Geographic magazine. He is focused on extreme 
pollution, archeology and dinosaur stories - and his travels have taken him to 75 countries. His projects have included the 
shipbreakers of Bangladesh which helped change policies in the toxic industry and his current work on the most polluted 
places in the world. Previously he photographed ten dinosaur and archeology expeditions to the Sahara Desert with dinosaur 
hunter Paul Sereno, and to Kenya with renowned anthropologists Louise and Meave Leakey. His photos have appeared in 
5,000 magazines, newspapers, books and web sites. Mike has a degree in electrical engineering and is a serial entrepreneur 
that started six web and tech companies. He has been a member of the TED Conference for 15 years and is Executive 
Director of the non-profit TEDxMidwest, a locally organized independent version of the TED conference.

Kasey White- Homeless Youth Advocate Featured in Emmy Award Winning Film

Kasey White was born and raised on the south side of Chicago, and spent over a year bouncing around between friends, 
family members and sleeping on the street, ultimately dropping out of Dunbar high school her senior year. She was 
prominently featured in the Emmy Award winning documentary on the homeless, Homestretch. In the film, she entered a 
new transitional home and re-enrolled in high school. Kasey is a poet, a painter and is a tremendous source of support for a 
huge network of friends. She is a passionate advocate for the homeless, especially homeless public school students. 

Maxine D. Brown- Virtual Reality Expert

Maxine D. Brown is the Director of the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) Electronic Visualization Laboratory (EVL), which 
is part of the Computer Science Department. Her research interests include computer graphics, scientific visualization, 
collaboration, human-computer interfaces, high-performance computing, and international network infrastructure. 
 

Alicia Bassuk- Executive Coach and Leadership Expert

Alicia Bassuk is an executive coach and performance 
consultant to leaders and their teams internationally. 
Bassuk provides clients guidance in maximizing individual 
effectiveness, optimizing team cohesion, and shifting cultures. 
Her clients have nicknamed her a business shrink, muse, Yoda, 
Chief Inspiration Officer, and drill sergeant. Clients include 
presidential appointees, professional athletes and coaches, 
Barclays, McKinsey & Company, Christie’s, Google, United 
Nations, NAACP Legal Defense Fund, and the MIT Media 
Lab. Bassuk is a contributor to the Harvard Business Review 
blog, Oprah Magazine, HuffPost blog, CNN.com, and has co-
authored many articles on leadership

Special thanks  
to our sponsors:

Avenue

Organizers
Mike Hettwer
Mike is a serial entrepreneur who has built five companies focused on web design, online marketing 
and web strategy. He previously sold his web development firm to a public company and grew that 
to several hundred people.  He photographs archeology and dinosaur expedition stories for National 
Geographic (hettwer.com), has traveled to seventy countries and attended TED for the last twelve 
years.

Mike Barrett
Michael is an entrepreneur and passionate ambassador for change in the world. 
He’s a pioneer for ending bullying in schools, invited to first ever anti-bullying 
summits in Washington D.C. The Huffington Post wrote “… his Hero in the Hallway 
program…gives a glimmer of hope that bullying can be prevented.” He served on 
the board of BOLD Chicago, a non-profit focused on mentoring inner city youth. 
Michael has attended TEDx Midwest and was instrumental in bringing together 
teachers and students for all of the youth events. He’s written numerous articles 
for magazines, been a featured guest on radio shows nationally, is a founding 
partner in five companies ranging from product inventor, educational products and 
inspirational motivation products. Michael’s most recent start-up is Altruistic Apps 
LLC, which raises money for schools and non-profit organizations as well providing 
funding for other entrepreneurs.


